
November’s “Beauii” 
President’s message: 
 
    I would like to begin this month’s message to you by thanking two very special people for stepping up.  
Thank you to Blanton Rowan for agreeing to be our secretary, and thank you to Barbara Evans for agreeing to 
be our Membership chairperson.   You ladies are wonderful additions to the team!  They will take over their new 
duties at the November meeting. 
     I would also like to announce that we have procured a new artisans’ studio and storage facility.  We have 
signed a three-year lease for a one-bedroom apartment at Oakwood Manor.  It is not as big as we might like, but 
it will work.  It is on the second floor of the community building and has a bathroom, plenty of electric outlets, 
AC, and heat.  There are two different stairways for access and an electric chairlift.  There is also the huge 
community room down on the first floor that we will have access to with reservations.  We will begin moving in 
next month and plan to be out of the storage units by January 1.  For now, we will continue to use the Green 
Room at Twin Lakes Park on Clark Rd for our general meetings while everything gets moved and organized.   
     Speaking of our meetings, the dates for the spring meetings at the Green room will be January 22 (we 
couldn’t get the 3rd Thursday), March 19th, and April 16th.  This has already been reserved and paid for, so we 
will use it.   
     At our meeting, don’t forget to sign up for the Holiday Dinner Party and Auction at Venice Yacht Club with 
Nancy Cadieux and the Holiday White Elephant Party on Siesta Key with Karin Ehlers.  They are both great 
get-togethers and will be a lot of fun!  If you have a really nice shell or shell-related item to donate to the 
Holiday Auction, please bring it to the November meeting and give it to me so I can prepare. 
     Finally, I have some final shell-related thoughts.  You know how we always find egg casings from time to 
time when out shelling?  Many times, they still have a few tiny babies inside.  Well, I found out something 
yesterday that puts some things into a different perspective.  A new friend of mine, Sharee Adamec, in 
Queensland, Australia, gave me permission to use the attached photos 
she took while shelling in Hervey Bay recently. She found some baler 
shell egg casings.  Now, if you don’t remember what a baler shell looks 
like, check out the photo.  It is a huge volute.   

 I believe there are four species of baler volutes in Queensland, 
all of them quite large, 18 inches and up.  The egg casings are 
gelatinous, cylindrical, and have evenly spaced holes where the egg sacs 
carry the proto-shells during development.  When they leave the egg 
sac, they look like what you see in her hand.  That is a baby baler.  Way 
bigger than our whelks and conchs.  They do it big in Australia!  Thank 
you, Sharee! 
 
See you all at the meeting! 
Sally Peppitoni, President 
 

       
 
 
 
 



Nov 20 2025  Membership Meeting: New College: Dr. Sandra Gilchrist & Students will give a  
  Group Presentation on Marine Biology Research Projects 
 
Dec 3, 2025 White Elephant at Siesta Key Beach Sea Turtle Pavillion/Picnic; 5:00 pm  
  (see more information on page 18) 
 
Dec 6 2025 Keewaydin Island, Friday, 8:13 am (-0.74 low tide) 
 
Dec 8, 2025 Carefree Learner, Monday 
 
Dec 11, 2025  SSC Holiday Party, Venice Yacht Club, Venice, FL; Debbie Smith, host 
 
Jan. 6, 2026 Carefree Learner, Tuesday 
 
Jan 20, 2026 Carefree Learner, Tuesday 
 
Jan 22, 2026  Membership Meeting: Jason Robertshaw, “New Mote Marine Aquarium & Research 
  Focus” 
 
Jan 30, 2026 Sanibel Island, Friday, 9:17 am (-0.61 low tide) 
 
Feb 6-7, 2026  SSC Shell & Marine Life Festival, Potter Building, Sarasota, FL 
 
Mar 4, 2026 Missouri Key, Wednesday, 3:57 (-0.17 low tide) 
 
Mar 19, 2026  Homer Rhodes/Meredith Bain 
 
Apr 11, 2026  End-of-year Picnic 
 
Apr 16, 2026  Membership Meeting: Ron Bopp, “Chasing Florida’s Fossil Seashells” 
 
Apr 18, 2026 Jupiter, Saturday, 3:57 pm (-0.76 low tide) 
 
Jun 7 - 13, 2026  Conchologist of America Convention and Annual Meeting, Marrotte Courtyard, 
       Bradenton, FL 
 
The Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia Award 
 
 Recently, the officers of our shell club were informed that the prestigious “DuPont Award” was being 
discontinued because of lack of help by the awarding institution. The COA Board of Directors went to action 
and have now approved The Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia Award to be given to “the amateur 
collector or group of such collectors responsible for the exhibit that, in the opinion of the judges, will be the 
most inspiring and instructive for its accurate scientific data, educational value, and attractiveness.”  [This 
award will be available for our Shell & Marine Life show—ED] 
 
Shell Club Picnic 
 

* This year, the Shell Club is happy to announce that there will be no cost 
  for the Picnic. 
 * Reservations are required and will begin January 15th  at the Shell Club 
  Meeting. 



 * Grilled Hamburgers and Hotdogs will be provided by the club at no cost. 
 
 We will gather at 1 pm and food will be served at 2 pm.  (Paper Products  
 provided) 
  *Bring a dish of food to share potluck style.  
  *Bring your own nonalcoholic beverage. 
  *Bring your lawn chair (Optional, there will be lots of picnic tables)   
  *Bring outdoor games like Corn Hole, Yard darts, etc. 
 
 The Picnic will be held at the Urfer Family Park, located at 4112 Honore 
 Ave. The Urfer Park is centrally located on the corner of Bee Ridge and  
 Honore. 
 
 Reservations can be made starting Jan 15th  at the January Meeting or 
 call/ text Guelda Wooldridge at 270-564-6927. Please include your full 
 name and the number of people attending in your group.  
 
 Deadline for reservations is Thurs.  Feb 19th   
  
Artisan Update 
Following the excitement of the visiting artist Anna Chan* class, the artisans got straight back to work on  
Thursdays from 10 to 1 at the Oakwood Manor clubhouse.  We’ve been visiting and are very social, welcoming 
back our seasonal members. It’s so fun to catch up. 
 
Lunching has been following our craft sessions, trying out different restaurants in the area. 
So far this month, we have had a Scrabble board word and shells make it and take it class. Then we had 
Christmas ornaments, make it and take it. 
 
Donna Bartels taught flower making one week. Then the following Guelda taught the inside and out 
decoupaging of larger shells.  
 
Our next event is to bring in and finish a project from home. Members are continuing to create at home and 
bring in items for the Shell festival inventory. 
 
 SSC Speaker Forum 
 

Hi All, this is Karen Huether, and we have a fantastic Speaker Forum for our upcoming SSC General 
Meeting on November 20th at Twin Parks.   

Dr. Sandra Gilchrist is currently a Professor of Biology and Marine Science and the Chair of Natural 
Science at New College of Florida.  As many of you are aware, SSC has donated to research grants to students 
in her department for many years. Dr. Gilchrist is bringing two of her students along to do a group presentation 
on “Clams, Octopuses and Shells (OH MY!) - Molluscs at New College”. Please come to hear about the many 
aspects evolving at New College. These animals are an integral part of both the educational and research aspects 
of the curriculum.  Dr. Gilchrist and her students will present some glimpses into their work in looking at 
bivalve population in the bay, mariculture in the lab, and octopus behaviors in both the field and the lab.  

Please help make this a truly interactive presentation by asking questions and even making suggestions, 
so please contribute your thoughts and questions after the talk. Dr. Gilchrist told me that her students and she 
really want to interact with our Club members, and her students are excited to come and present their work to 
us.  Dr. Gilchrist and students will also be at our upcoming Shell and Marine Festival in February 2026.  I am 
really looking forward to their presentation and seeing all of you on 11/20.  

  



Shell Share & ID Gathering 
 
There will be no shell share & ID gathering meeting for the month of November. Debbie McDermott 
 
A REMINDER.. PLEASE SEND IN YOUR ARTISTIC & SCIENTIFIC ENTRIES 
 
Please contact: 
Ron Bopp, rbopp1@tampabay.rr.com, 918-527-0589  
Sally Peppitoni, shellmaniac8@gmail.com, 941-720-3810 
 
Sarasota Club Members Win at Gulf Coast Shell Show 
 
 Over 325 feet of scientific entries were entered at the recent Gulf Coast (Panama City) Shell Show, 
November 1st & 2nd.  Two Sarasota Shell Club members entered and both won major awards.   
 Dave & Linda Green entered their nine-case display of “Colors and Patterns of Conus Magus:   
The Magical Cone”.  This display won the Educational Trophy. 
 Ron Bopp entered his 16 cases of “Chipola Formation” shells and was awarded the Vokes Trophy, given 
in honor of Drs. Emily & Harold Vokes (who described many of the species in this display). 
 Additionally, at the end of the show, this particular club gives out the Exhibitor’s Trophy, which is 
determined by the vote of all the exhibitors at the show.  Ron was very humbled to have won this award for his 
“Sea Urchin Display.  
 
Minutes of General Meeting 
Sarasota Shell Club 
OCTOBER 16, 2025 
 
Vice President Karen Huether presided over the meeting in the absence of President Sally Peppitoni, who is 
enjoying a vacation.  
 
7:00 pm Meeting called to order 
 
Guest Speaker: Gary Martinez 
SSC’s own Gary Martinez was our guest speaker for this meeting. Gary gave a highly informative presentation 
entitled “Shells of the Florida Keys” about the general marine area and molluscan life there. Regulations and 
conservation topics, as well as shelling beaches, were also covered in depth. Every member present learned 
something new and benefited from this engaging and informative presentation. Gary, you are such a valued 
member of this club, and we appreciate your easy-going manner, all your efforts on SSC field trips, and this 
wonderful presentation. Thank you! 
 
Holiday Party: Nancy Cadieux 
Nancy encouraged members to sign up to attend the legendary SSC Holiday Party! The sign-up sheets for 
attendance and volunteering were available. Please bring your check to cover your ticket and meal to the 
November general meeting, or mail your check to Nancy.  
 
Shell Show: Nancy Cadieux 
When you observe how quickly time passes, you know The Shell Show and Marine Life Festival of 2026 is 
really right around the corner! This event takes a village ~ and more! Please contact Nancy to sign up for any 
volunteer position to help out. A huge commitment is NOT required ~ if everyone does a small part, the load is 
lighter for everyone, and we expect a resoundingly successful event! Thank you in advance for signing up to 
help out in ways that feel good to you.  
 



 
Treasurer's Report: Allan Banko 
SSC is moving into Square processing for credit cards. Total Savings: $29,610.00 Please contact Allan for 
further details if needed. 
 
Shell Presentation: Linda Greiner 
Linda gave a wonderfully informative presentation on the Charonia tritonis, the Giant Triton. Linda had two 
large and beautiful specimens on hand, as well as printed material from which to learn. The Giant Triton is a 
very gorgeous spotted mollusk, and its shell is magnificent in every way.  This mollusk is the main predator for 
the extremely invasive and coral-reef killer, the Crown of Thorns Starfish. Did you know? Historic over-
harvesting of the Trition has led to an explosion of C.o.T. Starfish, and in recent years, human diving parties 
have been deployed to collect and remove tons of these starfish to control their population. While Giant Tritons 
are protected in areas of Australia, they are legal for trade elsewhere. Strong efforts are being made to help this 
important mollusk thrive and reproduce to bring this part of nature back into balance.  
 
COA: Ron Bopp 
Ron showed the trailer video for the upcoming COA, hosted by our club in 2026. Great job on the video, Ron! 
We appreciate all your efforts on this important event! 
 
 
Shell Show and Marine Life Festival: Ron Bopp 
Ron says plans are coming along nicely.  
 
Guest Speakers: Karen Huether 
Karen detailed the speakers for the upcoming months. Please see the Beauii for listing.  
 
HELP!!! 
Members are again asked to come forward to fill the positions of Secretary and Membership Chair. If you have 
questions about what these positions entail, please contact Debbie McDermott (secretary information) and Lisa 
Kinney (membership chair information). 
Please consider volunteering for a position for one year ~  
THE CLUB CANNOT EXIST WITHOUT YOUR HELP!  
 
Sunshine: Debbie McDermott  
No news. 
 
Library: Debbie McDermott 
Library is closed until further notice. Thank you for your understanding. 
 
Shell Share and ID: Debbie McDermott 
Reminder that the next Shell Share and ID meeting takes place on October 22 at 1:30 pm in the Conference 
Room in the Gulf Gate Library, Curtiss Ave, Sarasota. Please join us and bring some of your shells so others can 
appreciate them! We will do our best to help you ID any shells you have! Contact Debbie to sign up today! 
 
Artisans: Debby and Guelda 
Artisans are still working at home every week and creating for all our events.  
There are items for sale at the tables during this meeting if anyone would like to purchase. 
 
Field Trips: Gary Martinez 
Gary reminds members who’ve signed up for the trip to Cedar Key: If you signed up, please read Gary’s email 
with details sent to you directly. This trip takes place on November 7. If you didn’t sign up and want to attend, 



please contact Gary. Gary also notes that the December 5 trip to Keewaydin *HAS BEEN CHANGED* to 
December 6, Saturday. If you signed up for this trip, please make a note of it.  
 
End of Year Party: Guelda Wooldridge 
This year’s gathering will be held date TBD, sometime in late February, early March. As usual, members are 
asked to bring a chair and a dish to share with all attendees.  
 
White Elephant: Karin Ehlers 
Karin shares that this year’s White Elephant exchange will take place on December 3 at the Siesta Key Beach 
pavilion. Please sign up to attend, and bring a chair. Please contact Karin directly for more information or to 
sign up. This event takes the place of our December general meeting, and all who attend say it is a really fun 
time! Hope to see you there! 
 
A raffle was conducted, and many lovely shell prizes were collected by members present. 
 
Meeting adjourned around 9:00pm.    Debbie McDermott 
 


