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President’s Message

President’s Message December 2025

Ho, Ho, Ho!

The Holidays are here! I want to
wish everyone a safe and Merry
Christmas, Happy Hanukah, and
Happy New Year. We have moved into
the new facility at Oakwood Manor
and are working to get everything or-
ganized. We just had our holiday
party and oral auction which was a
blast! Thank you to Debbie Al-
exander, Guelda Wooldridge, Allan
Banko and Rich and Barb Evans for
their work to make the move possible.
Also, thanks to Nancy Cadieux, Allan
Banko, Debbie Smith and Linda
Greiner for making the Holiday party
such a great success! to all the arti-
sans in both helping with the move as
well as the center pieces for the party.
We are blessed with a wonderful
family of club members. Thank you
all so much!

I do have some news...the De-
cember 8 Carefree Learner trip onto
Sarasota Bay was canceled because
the electrical system on the old boat
has completely collapsed. It is now

totally unusable. The district has
purchased received delivery of a new
boat but we are waiting on the Coast
Guard to certify the boat, which is
why it couldn’t be used on Dec 8.
Megan has assured me that they
should have the certification papers
within the next couple of weeks so the
January trips can take place. Also,
she has promised to look at dates for
a trip to make up for the canceled
trip. Those who signed up the first
time and paid will have first dibs on
the new trip. The list of alternates
will also carry forward. January 6 is
the next trip and I will send out an
email a few days before to confirm
with each participant.

The Shell Show is drawing closer.
Check with Nancy Cadieux for vol-
unteer opportunities. We will have
TWO buildings to cover this year in-
stead of one, so we will need all hands
on deck.

Finally, once again, have a safe
and happy holiday season everyone!

Sally Peppitoni
President



Officers & Board Members Committee Chairmen

President: Sally Peppitoni Artisans: Debby Alexander &
Vice-President: Karen Huether Guelda Wooldrige
Treasurer: Allan Banko The Beauii: Ron Bopp
Secretary: Blanton Rowan Field Trips: Gary Martinez
Librarian: Debbie McDermott
Board Members: Nancy Cadieux (1); Amy Membership: Barbara Evans
Bentley (1); Debby Alexander (2); Donna Shell Show: Ron Bopp
Krusenoski (2); Donna Cassion (3); and Sunshine: Debbie McDermott
Guelda Wooldridge (3). Webmaster: Amy Bentley

*Meetings are held on the third Thursday of the Month, September through April; note: no
meetings in December or February.

*Dues are $30.00 for new single members and $40 for family members at the same address.
A membership form is attached at the end of each Beauii.

*Renewals are $25.00 for a single and $30.00 for a family.

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING FOR THE BEAUII? Contact the Editor at 918-527-0589,
or email Ron at rbopp 1 @tampabay.rr.com.

The Shell Club’s Library

Our Sarasota Shell Club Library is located at our new Artisan facility on Fruitville W 4@ &\J @
Rd. A list of our books is on our website: www.sarasotashellclub.com. For more info on
some of our books, go to www.mdmshellbooks.com. St
Books in the Sarasota Shell Club Library can be accessed by contact Debbie McDer- } SEASHELL é,

mott at washashore76(@yahoo.com. In addition, members needing information about
shells and shelling can be assisted in contact club members with relevant expertise. 6 /
There is a whole world of seashells and marine life out there! b &

Debbie
Sarasota Shell Club Past Presidents

Jack Oberle: 1963-1965; 1968- Vi Hertweck: 1982-1984 Cathy Hollar: 1999-2001;

1968; 1972-1974 Richard Forbush: 1984-1985 2003-2004
Louise Danforth: 1965-1967 June Bailey: 1985-1987; 1995- Bob Horton: 2004-2005
Franck Rinck: 1967-1968 1997; 2002-2003 Joanne Chmielewski: 2007-
Thomas Robertson: 1969-1970 Bob Hansen: 1987-1988 2020
Evelyn Bradley: 1970-1972 Beverly Chouinard: 1989-1991 Ron Bopp: 2010-2012
Charles Hertweck: 1974-1979 Bonnie Christophel: 1990-1992  Dennis Sargent: 2012-2014
Peggy Williams: 1980-1982 Pat Amsel: 1994-1995 Duane Kauffmann: 2022-2024

1988-1989; 1992-1994; Debra Ingrao: 1997-1998 Sally Peppitoni: 2014-2022;

2001-2002; 2005-2007 Cathy Aschliman: 1988-1999 2024-2026



Mark your Calenders and “Save the Dates”

We look forward to seeing you at all our events. “Eyeball” this space in each issue for additions,
more information or changes.

January 6, 2026 Carefree Learner, Tuesday
January 20, 2026  Carefree Learner, Tuesday

January 22,2026  Membership Meeting: Jason Robertshaw: ‘“New Mote Marine Aquarium &
Research Focus”

Janurary 30,2026  Sanibel Island, Friday, 9:17 am (-0.61 low tide)

Febuary 6-7,2026 SSC’s “Shell & Marine Life Festival”, Potter & Ken Clark Buildings at
Robarts Arena, Sarasota

Febuary 22,2026  Shell Club Picnic, Sunday 1-5 pm; Urfer Family Park, 4112 Honore Ave,
Sarasota

March 4, 2026 Missouri Key, Wednesday, 3:57 ?am or pm (-0.17 low tide)

March, 2026 Homer Rhodes/Meredith Bain

April 11, 2026 FUM (Florida United Malacologist), Bailey-Matthews Museum, Sanibel, F1
April 16, 2026 Membership Meeting: Ron Bopp: “Chasing Florida’s Fossil Seashells”
April 18, 2026 Jupiter, Saturday, 3:57 pm (-0.76 low tide)

June 7-13, 2026 Conchologist of America Convention/Annual Meeting and Bourse sponsored
by the Sarasota Shell Club; Mariotte Courtyard Hotel, Bradenton, FL

Things you should know about the Shell Club Picnic

There is no Cost
Need to make reservation by no later than February 19, 2026
Reserve at our meeting in January or Guelda Wooldridge at 270-564-6927
Grilled hamburgers & hot dogs will be provided by the club (Hooray)
Begin gathering at 1:00 pm and begin eating at 2:00 pm
Bring: A dish of food fo share
Your own non-alcoholic drink
Your own lawn chair & outdoor games
Location: Urfer Family Park, 4112 Honore Ave, Sarasota

* % X X % *




Artisan Report for December

The artisans have been very busy unpacking to the new Club home. Duane is unpacking his science area. The
library is slowly moving over. the middle room is for Club show supplies. It’s been all hands on deck.
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Keewaydin Island Trip

Lori Smith had a pretty good day: she found a Junonia (see below for details)




New Shell Show Flyer
(Text with Shell Border)

It 1s IMPERATIVE that you share this with everyone you know, either via
email, text, Facebook, whatever. Any way you can. Share with all your
contacts and on any social media you have. Start now and share it again a
week or 2 before the show.

Thanks: Amy Bentley
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November’s Membership Meeting
20 November, 2025
The Meeting Speaker(s)

Dr. Sandra Gilchrist, Professor of Biology

and Marine Science, and students, Isabel

Dawson, and Reagan Dehn gave an out-

standing program for the November Mem-
bership meeting.

( Isabelle ) We will have chance again to see Dr. Gil-

DA christ and her students when they partici-
pate in the “Shell and Marine Life Festival
in early February.

Hermitcrahs and
Bryozoans
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